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Jovernment of Indid, under the India-Sikkim Treaty of 1950, have a responsibility -

to enforce and progress the measures proposed by the late Mabharaja.

In keeping with conventional l_iistoriography','tili_s_'- historical outline does not
covey the current events in Sikkim. For the Sikkim Agreement (8 May 1973), the

-author’s note in Indian Quarterly"(New Delhi : Indian Council of World Affairs)’

for April-June 1973 may be seen. . For this article, “The Chogyals q_t'_Sikkim’, the.
author has drawn upon data collected during his fifteen years’ residence in Sikkim.
One important unpublished source is ‘The History of Sikkim’ by _Maharapi Yeshe
Dolma. (d. 1910), the second consort of Maharaja Thutob Namgyai, the grand
father of the present chogyal ; the English translation made by Kazi,Dawa Samdup
was officially approved by the Maharaja. An authenticated typescript copy of the
book is found in the MSS of the Commonwealth Relations (India Office) Library.
While acknowledging his indebtedness to unpublished sources like Maharani Yeshe
Dolma’s ‘History of Sikkim’ and published sources like Aitchison’s Zrearies, the
author admits full responsibility for the narrative made here.
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UNLIKE MAN}.’ of the o:thef"“gréyio;wn" gf'ohps (those who stood literally and
figuratively between the *“white” town of the British and the “black” town of the

indigenous residents), the Jews of Calcutta arrived quite late in Calcutta history .

and had no part like the Armenians in the period of the building of the Empire
itself in that part of the world.! In Hong Kong and Singapore, by contrast, the
arrival 'of the Jews was almost coincident with the foundation of the port itself.2
The Jews of Calcutta of Iraqi origin are, like some of those of Bombay and Poona,
part of a string of trading post stretching from Shanghai to London.? T hig string
paralleled and was eventually though not initially complinientary to the main
British trading apparatus ip- the East,.: :

Though the Jews of Baghdad had alwdys been active in ;he'gommerce of that
city and remained so-—their position perceptibly weakened -during the late
eighteenth and early nineteenth 'century. A series  of revolutions in Baghdad
weakened the position of the Jews both because the interests of commerce in geneé-

ral were affected by the turbulence and because some Jewish financiers in particular .

found themselves on the wrong side- of the political fence.4 * The Baghdadi Jewish
refugees formed a new dviaspora parallel to that of the Armenians and the Greeks
stretching into the Far East. * This was ail the more easy as they‘wgrc often already
deeply involved in the traditional Indian trade of Baghdad and ‘Basra as well as in
the distribution of British goods in the Middle East.®. ‘

.. iAs the first immigrants arrived at their various destinations they not ‘only

continued their time honored trade with the various Persian Gulf ports in horses
and precious stones, but also started trading with the British in commodities such

as wool and opium,
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Building the Community

According to some accounts, the first Jewish settler in Calcutta was Shalom
ben Aharon ben Ovadya Ha-Cohen (1762-1836), a jeweller from Aleppo who
arrived in Calcutta via Surat in 1798.% He was soon joined by the (unrelated)
Moses ben Simeon Dwek Ha-Cohen (1785-1861), also of Aleppo and Jacob Semah
Nissim of Baghdad.? Another early settler was Elazar ben Aharon Saadya Iraki
{(Arakie) Ha-Cohen (tinrelated, died 1861)—originally from Yemen. Irakiarrived
from Cachin (a much earlier Jewish centre in India) before 1816 and established
the first Hebrew ‘printing press in Calcutta in 1841.8° By 1816, there were perhaps
50 Jews in the city, with two synagogues.®

. - The persecutions of Daund Pasha (1817-1831) in Baghdad considerably accele-
rated the Jewish inflow and indelibly marked the Baghdadi character of the
community.’® Among. the records of the period are found .such aristocratic

Baghdad Jewish names as Ezra and Yehuda (Judah).!! Ezekiel Musleah appears,

as 4 consultant on Indigo to the East India Company ; Ezekiel Yehndah appears
to have been a leading trader in silk and indigo.

One of the most prominent of these immigrants was Joseph ben Ezra ben
‘Joseph (Khreif) (died 1855), a notable of Baghdad, who arrived in Calcutta in 1820
along with his sons; Ezekiel and David (1797-1882). They made fortunes in the
opium trade and the famous Jewish traveller, Jacob Saphir, mentions Joseph as
leader of the comnunity in 1849. Joseph returned to Baghdad and died there but
his son, David, succeeded him and the dominance of the family in the community
grew. David’s son, Elias David (1830-1886), succeeded him in turn and is respon-
sible for the construction of the Maghen David Synagogue in Cannirg St. 1n 1870,
Elias allied himself with the wealthiest family of Indian Jews by marrying Mozelle
(Mazal Tov. 1850-1921), the daughter of Sir Albert Sassoon of the Bombay mill
and trading. family. She founded the Ezra hospital as well as two Yeshivas
(Jewish religious academies) in Jerusalem. Elias® eldest son, Joseph Elias Ezra,

.~ Sassoon daughter. - Three other sons settled in London, Elias Ezra’s third sonm,
. Sir David Ezra (1871-1947), succeeded to his mantie as community leader and also
““married a Sassoon daughter, Rachel (1877-1952),.in 1912. Her brother was Rabbi
David Sassoon whose history is cited elsewhere.?® The Fzras fapid]y became the
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The result of the Baghdadi influx is that from fifty Jewsin the city in 1816,
the total rose to 100 by 1822-23, including children. In 1837, there were 307 Jews
in Calcutta.!*” The Bengal and Agra Annual Guide for 1841, on the contrary
records 465 men and 17! women for a ‘total of 636 Jews for that year.'s The
number rose to 681 by _l866,' 1919 by 190i-and to 1945 in 1951. It declined there-
after because of emigration to 1191 in 1961 and yet further by 1971.18 )

. TABLE OF CALCUTTA POPULATIONS

Year 1866 1876 1881 1891 1901 1911 1921 193] 1951 1961

Jews .

was a municipal counsellor (1888-1896) and sheriff (1888-1889) and a]sbl married a

\

_ ~-681 .952. 982 I387 1919 1920 1820 1830 1945 119
Armenians 703 576 892 557 792 832 987 738 —

In ‘1831, the community. secured its first corporate organization.17? - The piot
for the first formal synagogue building, Naveh Shalom, was purchased i;l 182518
Beth El Synagogue in Pollock St. was founded by Elias ,'Ezra and Ezekiel Judah in
1856 and Maghen David Synagogue was founded by Elias Bzra in 1883-4.19 The
Jewish Girls’ School was founded in 1881 to counter missionary efforts.?®  Start-
ing as - coeducational venture this was soon converted into a girls’ school in its
upper grades. It was recognized as a government supported “European S¢hool”
in 1904, raised to Junior Cambridge Standard in 1911 and to Senior Cambridge
soon thereafter. 'A‘free boys school was founded in 1882 by Elias Ezra. It coritj-
nued shakily until 1907, when it was taken in hand by Ezra Arakie (Iraki), a barris.
ter and Cambridge graduate. -~ The school was very explicitly oriented toward the
poor of the community and provided various subsidies to its_students, both to
foreclose the influence of Christian Missionaries and to preserve the “good name
of the community as a whole. -The annual reports of the school ‘are written with
the missionary efferts very much over their shoulder—until the Christian Hebfew
Mission School was finally closed in 1922, (In 1918 for the flrst time the number
of Jewish children in this Jewish boys schools exceeded those in the Christian
missicn gchool). In 1930, the school succeeded in getting recognized as a
Buropean schoo] (and thus in getting a large government subsid);) and passed out

its first Senior Cambridge graduate in 1935.22

"The growth of the community led quite naturally to its factionalization, As
Isaac Abraham explains it, the rise of the influence of the House of Ezra led quite
naturally to resentment. When Maghen David Synagogue was founded in 1884
on the site of the old N_aveh Shalom Synagogue it was supposed to supersede thaj
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institution, Within a decade (1888), a new group started meeting under pretext of
studying in the. old building and despitcba series of cases going up to the Privy
Council succeeded in establishing itself as a synagogue under the old name of
Naveh Shalom.?® The new Naveh Shalom was led by Ezra Arakie, who put
himself at the "head of what Abrahams terms a popular party. Abraham notes
that Naveh Shalom alone among Calcutta’s synagogues was controlled democrati-
cally by 1ts members, as distinguished from being under the control of a body of
‘trustees. ‘The depositions in the various cases indicate that the wealthier congre-
gations in the other synagogues set eXpenditure standards that the poorer members
who formed Neveh Shalom could not meet in matters such as charitable donatioxs.
The factionalism carried over to the matter of schools where Ezra Arakie’s Free

Talmud Torah coexisted uncomfortably with the Jewish Girls Schoel run by Rev.’

E.M.D. Cohen, the-Rabbi of David Ezra’s Maghen David Synagogue and himself
a prosperous landlord.2? The division seems to have been complex since we note
that'many of the newer wealthy in the community ‘were numbéred among the large
scale supporters of Arakie’s- school ‘and Arakie himself clearly bclonged to'the
communal elite, -The division was formally ended with the consolidation of the
Tewish Association of Calcutta in 1951,24 . :

-Intellectual

The Community was a minor mtcllectual center for Baghdad Jews during the
nineteenth century. Eliezer Iraki’s Hebrew press (1841-1857) served not only
the needs of the local commumly but published as well the first schoiarly tomes
from the Yemeni rabbinic tradition.26 Iraki’s publications .included Jesephus®
History, and some anti-missionary literature.2¢ A second Press was founded . in
1871 by Yehezkel ben Suleiman Hanin and was called the Jewish press. The press
was the base for Mevasser, the first of a series 5f Hebrew Arabic publications

] which appeared in Calcutta in the next 30 years.2? Hanin is cited for his own
Hebrew poetry in a ecently. publishe'd survey.2® A third and somewhat more
important press. was started in 1881 by E.M.D. Cohen (d. 1926), who became
"Rabbi of Maghen David Synagogue in .1873.2° - He was a grandson of Moses
Dwek Ha-Cohen referred to earlier and like him both a spiritual lsader and pros-
perous businessman.

v A ﬁnal and even more important press was run by Rabbi Shailom ben Ovadya
:Tweyna, 80 Twey’xa however, is more famous as an author and spiritual leader.
“His first three books were published: in Baghdad, but he came to Indla in 1885 and
,rgmjhen unti] his death in 1913 was the center of a large coterie of followers in
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Calcutta and other parts of the Baghdadi diaspora. He published 71 books inclu«
ding works of modern Hebrew htcrature and history.

Followmg 1913 there seems to have been a lull in Jewish religious intellectual
activities, reﬂectmg perhaps the declining level of Jewish education in the

community and pcrhaps its greater involvement in economic-activities, Calcutta-

never deveioped an institution of Jew1sh higher education comparable to those in
Baghdad or Jerusalem—-or even the smaller centers of Jewry in Europe and North
America. As the geoctatlon of Baghdad migrants died off, their children did
not have the Icwnstn mte!lectual capital to sustain specifically Jewish inteliectual
production.
more secular directions.:

Therc seems to have been some activity in the Sccond World War pcnod
c..m.ermg around the creation of a Zionist group in Calcutta, an effort somewhat

resisted at the time by the community elite who felt it a threat to the Brmsh-
" war eifort,“ '

Economic and Social

By 1841, ;ihe"B’engaI end Agra Guide notes of Calcutta's Jews :

The Jews are few inoumber, not reputed very rich amongst the higher, and decndedly_

‘poor and filthy among the lower classes. The merchants of the Jews deal in ‘indigo
and opium to some-extent. The wealthiest live ip Armenian and Pollock Streets. The

: retail dealers -traffic in rose-water, horses and pomes and Persian wares. The Arab Jews
of this latter class travel all over India in the capacity of box-wallahs (peddlars) 3g

Jews were listed among zhe_stockholdcrs of the Union Bank33 A list of
Jewish Merchants is appended.®* The list includes David Ezra Sr. and Moses
Dwek Ha-Cohen.

- By the end of & the ceniury Jews had moved into a range of other emerpnses

q‘*veral were active on the stock exchange and as large urban landowners.?® The -
larger firms were essentially parallel to the Europ an firms and similarly engagcd .

in shippiag jute for export and cioth for import. Some shipping figures for the
1920°s show B.D. Bassoon, a Bombay-based Jewish firm among the leading
importers of coiton pxcce-goods, sugar, and dhotis and as an exporter ol raw jute
jute cloth, and shellac,®®" David Sassoon, a related Bombay firm, was alse a
piece-goods, dheti and sugar importer, and an exporter of jute sacking. M.A.
Sasson, a locally based trading firm, unrelated to these -others, was also 2 dhoti
importeT and number 33 on the list of jute cioth exporters.3? B.N. Ehas, the

Assimilation to English cuiture directed their . attentions in other
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]argest Jewish firm in India today, was number 22 among jute cloth exportcrs,
S. Manasseh number 26, E. Meyer 36, B. Meyer 39, and A.M. Shellim, 41.3%
B. Mcycr is also listed as a sugar importer in 1929.3°

r

The role of jute shipper, as dlstmct from jute baler, was sml a Europcan
preserve and the listing indicated that Jewish firms were pcrformmg a role analog-
ous, if less impertant than that of the leading Buropean firms’ in the- port T At'a
different level, there were a scattering of shops ewned by Jews both in Calcutta
and to a certain extent in the mofussil.#® A commercial du-ectory for 1920 shows -
a chemist, a bone mill, and a cabinet maker, and shops in ‘Gerakhpur and
Bhagalpur. 1

A rising level of secular education, not so dramat:c as in other Jewish com-
munities such as Baghdad itself, was a paralicl phenomenon.*2. The 1915
Thacker’s lists four Jewish- barristers and one solicitor.4® _Several of the women of
the community were nurses or weré teaching. The commumty had become—
among the young and wealthy—an English rather than- Arabic or Hindustani
speaking one ; and its clite had largely adopted English Calcutta ways of living.
Its models were those of Anglo-Jewry and the colonial Englishman. Neither
dictated a focus on the learned professlons and intellectual pursu:ts as contrasted -
to business,*4

This Jewish evolution is in sharp contrast with that of the Caicutta Armienians
who entered the professions in large nimbers—corresponding to thcxr withdrawal
from the more active forms of commerce. We have a list of 25 Armenian High
Court advocates (1855-1891), 8 solicitors (1856- -1891), and six doctors in the
Indian Medical Service (1852-1900).#* The 1911 Census reports that of 231
employed Armenian males 26 were. doctors, lawyears, or teachers, 61 in trade 10
owners or managers of industry, 19 landlords and rentiers.+® Literacy was also
‘much higher among Armenians than Jews—86%, in 1911, comparcd to 60% among
Jews (1tselfa rise from 44%; in 1941).47 BRI

: The Jewxsh poor remained outside of the circle of Anglicization and confined
to its traditional area. 1f we can think of the process of Anghc:zahon in terms of
1‘-‘transfer to the European areas south of Park Street we can trace the following
zpattern ~The 1866, 1876, and 1881 enumerations show approx;mately half of
the Armemaus living south of Park Street, by 1911 they are over-whelmingly in
7 1hat area, Slmpiy taking the returns for the Park Street area itself we find an

15€ from 18 Jews in 1881 to 63 in 1921.48 (We had perhaps. better note that
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an observant-Jew would find- it difficult to live more than an easy walk from a
Synagogue to which he would have to walk on Saturday, and frequent daily).

The economic evolution of the Calcutta Jews was an entirely ‘natural one.

The community which arrived from the Persian Gulf continued to trade in the

commodities of that region, probably with relatives who remained there. A local
history notes that Basra’s- ‘India trade was a Jewxsh monopoly.4® As they -got-
used to Calcutta'the Iewxsh merchants moved into the prime commodities -of
that port especially opium and later jute. - NoK bemg indigenous tp Calcutta—
their orientation was from - Calcutta outwards—into export-import trade. - As
they became anglicized culturally they moved into English economic roles in
Calcutta such as that of juteAshipper Slight modifications in their career patterns
were caused by opportunities in thehquor and bone trades which others refused
partly on rchgmus grounds, - f-‘ / o :

The adaptauon m cconomlc functton and acculturatlon was paraileled as we'
have seen, by a m:grat:on by ‘the middle class to the new Anglo-Indian area
around Sudder .and Free SchooE Strccts—and for the most affiuent to the European’
areas south of Park Street.: ~ . =70 L. -

One is struck here thh the somewhat s:mxiar transformatxon of the Chinese
traders in the M:ssnsszppx Deita, who by careful managemcnt of their marginal role
havc been largely able to move from one to the othcr side of a racial dividing line
far more extreme than that in mineteenth century Calcutta. 5¢  But by contrast the
Chinese social evoiutkon has not been paralieled by an economic transformauon, :
filling of formerly white economic’ roles. . Rather they remain grocers to the Black
community—a role the Blacks have been ﬁnanc:ally unable and the whites sociaily -
unwilling to perform... -

SIRE RS Summary

Cre question to which I do.not have a ‘definite answer at this pomt is- tQ
what extent the material on Cajcutta Jews and. their pattern- of. development is
paralleled for the other “greytown mmontxes and thus would permit-us to move’
towards some" generahzatxon -1 have tried throughout to give somewhat of a-
schema for the Armenians who are the. closest parallel—though as 'l suggested
much better established in the city than the, Jews. *They seem to have formed even-
more of a cultural center for ﬂmr homeland community in Iran, but to have be-‘
come anghclzed even earlier and .dropped their Armenian cultural role.: . They
seem o h'we p'\ssed over to the ‘Enghsh side of the’ market ‘even earlier than the

~
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Jews and we find them as early as the 1840's in fields like insurance and later in

-Bast Bengal jute.®! The Armenians seem to have had a larger presence up- -

country and a latter day specialization in.'shellac unparalleled by the Jews.

The Greeks were a far smaller, if individually more prominent community.
We find only 30 listed in the 1966 census. 82 A large number of the Greek firms
listed in the 1915 and 1920 Thacker's Directories are in the cigaretie trade, though
one of them, Rallis, was among the city’s largest and most generalist of. ﬁrms.

There does seem to have been a notlceable group of Italians but with less ofa -

corporate ldenuty The Parsees from Western India are ‘again a small but definable
group numbering less than 200 in the late nineteenth century. I ‘wasn’t able to
research the records of the Muslim trading groups of Western India, Arabia, and
Iran and imagine that will have to await a more precise delimitation of the history
of Calcutta’s Muslim Society. The Anglo-Indian historical experience is diffused—
in a way that these diaspora communities were not and though they often per-
formed analogous roles in Calcutta, they need to be studxed separately.

It is in fact the Jews’ dual role—as memgber of a , larger- diaspora and as a
differentiated group of actors in the Calcutta economy—that perhaps best charac-
terizes the Jewish, Armenian and Greek groups in Calcutta and lends a unique
element to their own tension with the cultural polarities in Calcutta.

In a sense, Calcutta since 1850 can be culturally characterized as a melange of.
Communities with an Anglo-ln&xan and a Bengali cultural pole—divided not so
much by language as by consciousness. That these “greytown” groups starting,
perhaps.: in a closer alignment ‘with the Bengali pole drifted .in the Anglo-Indian
direction is hardly surprising. The English, after all were politically and—more
importantly for these commercial groups—commercxally dominant. The Bengali
pole after 1850 abandoned any focus'it had in commerce. That the cultural
approach to the English facilitated a similarity in economic role is hardly
surprising.. -

The interaction of dxaspora cultural, economic role, and indigenous cultural
polarities might well be contrasted with those of the other great colonial entrepot
of the East-Bombay, Smgapore, Penang, and Hong Kong in the latter three,
_ the establishment of the colohies (1819, 1842) were more or less co—mcndent with
: the great spurt of Baghdad1 emlgratxon We would’ expect and do find Jewish firms
even firmly esconced in “native” activities like urban real estate. On the other
“hand, the polarities were such that we perhaps find greater cultural interaction
: w1th the indigenous pole in Bombay—though that isa hlghly speculative point,
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The theoretical literature bearing on intermediary trading _ minorities is
roughly of four kinds, It may try to explain their movements—and this is perhaps
the thinnest llterature available.52 It may try to explam their economic success
and here a range of explanatlons center around Weber’s concept of “Pariah entre-
preneurs”—and suggest that independence from the wider society’s anti-commer-
cial strictures and perhaps debarment from non-commercial lines may be respon-
sible. A third bedy of theory" dea\ls with ‘the cxrcumstances under whnch cultural
assimilation to one or another dominant: group does or does not oceur.- " Finally,
we have some. consideration of the anu-mtermedxary movements which are
generated agamst the older mtermednanes, partxcularly, by nascent .bourgeoisies.

The size of the Jewish community in Calcutta render the first and last type of
literature either trivial or inapplicable. The questions that remain are those
cxplammg commercial success and cultural assimilation.

Pariah Entrepreneurs

Weber has several entrcpreneunal etiologies of which the one that concerns
us here is not that of the “rational this- worldly accest1c1sm of ‘those influenced by
the Protestant ethic and its analogues but rather what he calls “pariah™ entre-
preneurship—definitely an exceptmnal category.in his schenra.

As Weber writes : -

‘Panah people dcnotes a. dtstmctwe hereduary social group lacking autonomous political
organization and characterized by prohibitions against commensality and intermarriage ..
originally founded upon magical, tabooistic, and ritual injunctions. Two additional traits
of a pariah people are political 'dispriyilege and a far réaching distinctivéness in economiic
%unction.f* ' o '

The problem is that neither the Armenians nor the Jews seem partxcularly
disprivileged as.I describe them. 1f anythmg, like the Chinese in Mississippi, to
who 1 refer earlier, their commerclal success seems intertwined (cause and-effect
seem hard.to disentangle here) with their margmal]y ‘privileged’ posmon vis-a-vis

. the bulk of the population. -

Richard Fox rephrases an idea cﬁculate‘d elsewhere when he poses a thesis to
account for the specsahzauon and success of, a merchant group he encountered in
in India.

He argues :

Throughout much the world social, ' religious, or ethnic qistinction often separate the
merchant community from the surrounding society. In - predominantly pre-industrial
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economies, the taking of profit is considered socially illegal. Profit signifies the introduc-
tion of economic rationality into a system which is based on the rationale of kmshlp
and family. Whatever group undertakes business-and the makmg of profit also accepts
social ostracism and develops over time social traits which allow it to withstand the slings
and arrows of its non-commercial neighbours (and victims) as well as traits which maximize
the,production of profit which is so socially ,di_srcputab]c.“

\

The problem even with this softer phrasing of Fox is that numerous indi-
genous groups seem tohave prospered in the commercial role in Calcutta,

Perhaps it is sufficient to argue the naturalness of two trading communities
establishing themselves in trade and utilizing whatever advantages, social or
cultural came their way.

Assimilation

According to Rabbi Ezekiel Musleah fprmerly of Calcutta, there were a few
Jewish families particularly the Bellilios of Howrah in the nineteenth century who
did adapt themselves to Bengah upper class life style, just as at the lower level a
consnderable assimilation to other marginal groups can be noted.?® - Nonetheless,
as. stated earlier, the dominant pattern was ass:mllatlon to the colonial Anglo-
Indian (in the older sense) pattern. By the 1930’s the journals of the Jewish
community were in English and though “Hindustani” (Hindi-Urdu) had often
become the communities’ home language, all “serxous communication now occur-
red in English. The children were educated in Anglo-Indian schools and the
point of cuitural (and even religio- cultural) reference was England.

William Wertheim in his studies of Chmese minorities in Southeast Asia
advances some of the reasons that this pattern was almost inevitable.’? It wasa
pattern to some extent governed by the superno* ‘political and economic position
of the English and ecnoed to no small extent in lhe 'Bengah-soeakmg clite of
Calcutta.

s NOTES :
o 1The ter_r_n‘“'gre_ytowq" is one 1 borrow from Dr. Pradip Sinha of Rabindra Bharati
University.

Mesrovb Seth, Armemans in-India, 2nd ed., (Calcutta, 1937) is’the most accessible account
ol" the Calcutta’ Armcmans R. A. Abramian, Armianskei istochniki XVII veka ob -indii
{ Armenian E:ghreemh Cenmry Sources on India) (Erevan, 1968), refer to a consndcrablc -number
f volumes in Afmenian. . - .
. The Armenians had traded in the Bay of Bengal, and we Bod a scttlement dating from
3665 m Sa:dabad 4 suburb of Murshidabad, the then capital of Bengal. Xt was from this
center 1ha‘l Khmas Petrus and Gregosy {Gorgin Khan) plaved such an important role in the late

!! "'J%E, \I,!‘
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eighteenth century-as political advisors to the Nawabs-Nazim and intermediaries between them
and the British. (Seth, Armenians, pp. 327-356). With the rise of Calcutta, the wealtheir Saidabad
merchants moved there, and the Saidabab church was finally closed in 1860, (Seth. Armenians.
p 349). The 1mportancc of the Saidabad base for the early Calcutta Armenian community is
revealed by thé number of Calcutta philanthropic activities started by magnates from Saidabad
(see especxal]y Seth, - Atmenians, pp. 345, 356). The Calcutta settlement of Armenians dates
back atleast tothe foundation of the city in 1690, and the first Armenian church was built in

1724 (Seth. Armenians, - pp. 419-429). The Armenian community was- scverely affected - by the

East India Company's groewing monopoly of trade in the Jate eighteenth century.

The Armenian commumf.y of ‘Calcutta by the early twentieth century was dlvzded betwecn
the Calcutta Armenians (descendems of these eighteenth century traders who had by 1900 largely
retreated to the more henorific professions and the stock’ exchange), the Julfa Armenians

.. (commercizally inclined immigrants of the mid-nineteenth century), and the more recent immi-

grants from the villages around Char Mahal in Iran (Seth. Armenians, p. 540).

The early mvo.vement of Jewish merchants from abroad in India has been most fully
treated by Walter 3. Fischel, Hayehua'tm B Hodu (Jerusalem, 1970), soon to appear in an English-
version.” Yet <€arlier matenals in the Caire Geniza are being worked or by S. D. Goitein of
the Institute for Advanced Studies in Princeton. The Fischel book contains sections on Jews in
Portuguese India (many of them crypto-Jews, Marranos), Moghul India (focussing on those at

_Akbar’s court and Sarmad), Putch India (though here a fuller treatment is contained in A. K. Das

Gupta, Asian Trade in Malabar (London, 1967), and ﬁna]ly British India. This last section
contains some material (pp. 146-175) on a small settlement of Jewish merchants " in Madras
starting in the cighteenth century who functioned as extensions of London firms. Fischel
treats this commumty at greater length in his, ““The Jewish Merchant Colony in Madras (Fort.
St. Gearge) during the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries—A Contribution to the Economic
and Social History of the Jews of India”.  Journal of Economic and Social History of the Orzent

III, (3960), pp. 78-107, 175-195. These Madras merchants were in many cases descendents of thusc
refugees from. the mass cxpulsmns from Spain and Portugal atthe end of the fifteenth century.
who had settled in Holland and England. Several of these Madras firms had activities in-
Calcutta and some were everitually based there. -

One Jewish firm with exlensnve Calcutta involvements s treated by Fxschel in his, “Acti-

" vities. of a lewish Merchant House in Bengai (1786-1798)¢, Revue des Etudes, Juives, 111, Senes 4

(1965), pp. 432-498. This firm’s representative in Calcutta was ore Lyon Prager (d 1973) sent
by the London merchant, Israel Lewis Solomons, to Benares and Calcutta to buy diamonds.

The firm was continued after lus death by a George Prager and wound up in 1798. Two other

Jewish East India traders’ were Pellegrine Treves and Bcnjamm D’Aguilar.  (Encyclopedia
Judaica, VIII (NY., 1971), W. J. Fischel, “lndla", p. 1356). Among the more pxomment
figures involved with Calcutta were Alfonso Fonseca (1652-1742) and Abrabham \Jacobs
(Encvclopedza Juna:ca, V. W. J. Fische}, “Calcutta”, pp. 4]-42 and Encyc!opedm Judmca,
Vi, Fischel, “’Fonscca”, pp. 1413-1414). This community in Madras and Calcutta seems 1o have
died out, though English-borri  Jews in commerce and in the civil service continued to be
pcrapneral members of the Calcutta community. Speculatnvcly their declmc may have been for
reasons analogous to that of t‘1e Armenians in the same period—the growing strcngth of the East
India Company monopolv.
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volume on the Bene Isracl is Haeem Samuel Kehimkar, The History of Bene Israel of India’
(Tel Aviv, 1964). The Cochin and Bene Isracl communities are also treated extensively in the
older gazetters of the areas concerned.David Mandelbaum, “The Jewish Way of Life in Cochin”,
Jewish Social Studies, 1X (1939), pp. 423-460 and more recently Albert Kushner, Immigrant

Jews fram India in Israél (Tucson, 1973), deal with the social arralgements of the Cochin -

Jews. A recent sociological study of the—Bene Israel is Schifra Strizower, The Children of

Israel (Oxford, 1971). See also M. Ezekiel, History and Culture of the Bene Israel in India -

(Bombay, 1948) ; B. J. Israel, Religious Evolution among the Bene Israel of India since. 1750

{(Bomibay, 1953); S. Samuel A Treatise on the Origins and Early History of the Bene Israel

,of Maharashtra State (Bombay, 1963); a more popular study is M. D. Japhet, The Jews of India
(Bombay, 1969). )

A couple of stray pieces may also be 'of‘ interest. Myron M. Weinstein, ‘A Hebrew Quran
Manuscript”, Studies in Bibliography and Booklore, X (Winter 1971-72), pp. 19-52 tells us a
good deal about the Cochin community. One of the few works which focusses on the content
of Cochin religious life is Fischel “The Literary Creativity of the Jews of Cochin”, Jewish
Book Annual, XXVIII (1970-71), pp, 25-31 and XXIX (1971-72), pp.5-11. Another of Fischel's
pieces focusses on the Baghdadl community of Bombay, ““Bombay in Jewish History in the Light
of New Documents from the Indian Archives”, Proceedings of the’ American Academy for Jewish
Research KXXXVII-IX (1972), pp. 119-144.

'Encyclopedza]uda:ca XIV; **Singapore”, pp. ' 1607-08, *“Hong Kong', pp. 963-964, In
both cases the first firm seems to have been that of David Sassoon. ,

3The Bene Israef Annnal and Yearbook, 1917-18, ed. Rebecca Reuben (Bombay, 1917), shows
six Bene lsrael, from ‘that old Jewish community of the Bombay region, in Calcutta. " For
general histories of'the Baghdadi Jewish diaspora see David Solomon Sasscon, 4 History of the
Jews of Baghdad (Letchworth, 1949) and Avrabam Ben Yaacov, Yahudei Bavel Me'sof Thufat
Ha Geonim ad Yomeinu (chrcw) (Jerusalem, 1965), especially pp. 209-219 for economic detail.’
Sce also A, Ben Yaacov aud H Y. Cohen, “Iraq”, in Encyclopedia Judaica Viii, pp. 1444-1461.
There are also two sudies of the Sassoon family, premier members of this diaspora; Cecil Roth
The Sassoon Dynasty (London, 1941) and Stanley Jackson, The Sassoons (N.Y., 1968).

+Sassoon, History, p. 210. See note 3 and S. H. Longrigg, Four Centuries ofModern frag
(1925) {Republished Farnborough, Hants, 1968). Longrigg refers .to Daud Pasha whose
persecutions séem to have impelled the first Calcutta Jewish settlers on pp. 239-274,  Daud
‘Pasha is. rather noted there for his munificence and formal piety—bnt one suspects that p,unde-
ring the Jews and Christians of Baghdad was a necesfary ciement in this munificence as’it had
been in several previous reigns. It is also possible that some of the Jewish refugees were caught
in the crossfire of his varionis mini-wars with the East India Company's local representative.

s A description of parallel rclations with Armcmans is contained in R. W. Ferrier, “The -

Armenian and the Easi India Company in Persia in the. ‘Seventeeth and Early Eighteenth
Centuries”, Economic History Review Second Series XXVI' (Febroary, 1973), pp. 38-62.
General coverage of Jewish economic activities in Iraq is contained in Ben Yaacov, Hisfory,

pp. 209219

*Sassoon, History, pp- 209-210 ; Fischel, "Calcutta", and “The Immigration of Arabian
Je\vs to India in the Eighteenth Century”, Proceedings of rhe Amenccm Academy for Jewish

Y
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..1814) lists two Jewish Merchants on page 68, neither this Cohen. We have, however,. his diary

in lhe Sassoon Library, summarized in its catalogue, David Sassoon, Ohel David : Descriptive
Camlogue of the Hebrew Manu.rcrip:s In the Sassoon Library, London, 2 Volumes (London 1932),
p. 975, no. 1021, '

' 7 Sassoon Hislory, pp--209-210 and the two -Fischel articles, “’Calcutta” and “India*.
Cohen’s diary exists in several forms recorded in Sassoon, Ohel David, pp. 372‘373 no. 558—
extracts including a hlstory of the Jews of Calcutta 1824-1843 and material on the foundation
of Naveh Shalom Synagogue ; pp. 975- 976 Diary 1805-1861 ; p, 977, same as previous ; p. 1076
no. 878 —typed copy of diary. Moses Cohen was also the leadér of the congregation of Naveh
Shalom, in addition to his commercial activities, and on pp. 971-973, no. 897 of Ohe} David we
find his collection of Navek Shalom's papers including the records of correspondence with the
Baghdad rabbinate over dificulties occasioned in releasing the wife of a man drowned in the
Ganges. to marry again.. The marriage records include some celebrated in Chinsura, Chander-
nagere, Singapore, Madras, Rangoon and Moulmein. Other documents include bills of conver-
siop, lists of circumcision, and writs of manumission (of sIaves—thesc latter also served as

“their bills of conversion). Notable is one writ of manumission issued by the elder David Sassoon

to his slave Salem in 1843.

- ®Sassoon, History, p. 211 and Abraham Yaari Hebrew Prmtmg wﬁ-l;‘ast (Hebrew),
Part Il ; India and Baghdad, Special Supplement to Kirjath Sepher XVII (Jerusalem 1940}, pp.
9-13 and elsewhere. . Iraki leaves a record of marriages 1829-1864 listed in Ohel David, pp. 988-

989, no. 835. .
"*Yaari, press g g refers to a letter of S. Robertson, a missionary, 8 July- ]816
10 Sagsoon, History, p. 210 and Fischel, ‘‘Calcutta™. Rl ’

11 Jhid

1*Yaari, “Ezra” Encyclopedia Judaica VI, p. 1108; Issac S, Abraham, The Origin and
History of the Jews of Caleutta (Calcutta, n.d) pp. 26, 62-64. More information on this and
many other points will be available in Rabbi Ezekiel N. Musleah’s, On the Banks of the Ganges :
The Sojourr of the Jews in Calcutiq, shortly scheduled for publication. Musleah, born in
Calcutta was Rabbi of Maghen David Synagogue from 1952 to 1964. JYacob Saphir, Even Saphir
(Hebrew) (Mainz, 1874) lists other leading notables. Other travelogues include the, h:gh!y in-
accurate Solomon Rinmon, Mas’or Shelome (Hebrew) ( Vienna; 1884). See also Avraham Yaari,
Sheluhe Ereiz Yisrael be-Hedu (Hebrew) (Jerusalem, 1950) summarxzmg the reports of the collec-
tors for the Jerusalem Yeshivas, who journeyed to India (this piece was also published in Volume
XXYViof the Jerusalem periodical Sinaf). Several more recent travelogues exist of whzch Louis
Rabincwitz, Far East‘ Mzssnon {Johannesburg, 1952), pp. 1-12 and 194-217 treats Calcutta at’
length

1* Aprabam- History isaac, 4 Short Account of the Calcutta Jews with a Sketch of the
Bene Israels the Cockhin Jews, the Chinese Jews and the Black Jews of Abyssinia (n.p., n.d. 19] 7.
Isaac was a Bene Israe] journalist from Western India associated with Bzra Arakie,

14 C Finch, ‘“Vital Statistics of Calcutia® Journal of the Siatistical Society of London Xlll

{1850), pp. 172 as quated in S. N. Mukherjce, “Class Caste and Politics in Calcutta, 18151838,

in ed. Edmund Leach and S. N. Mukheériee, Elites in South Asia (Cambridge, Engiand, 1970),
». 37, )
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Vs Bengal and Agra Annual Guide, 1841 (Calcutta, 1866), p. 13 ; Report on the Census of
the Town of Calcutta taken on 6th August 1876 by H. Beverly (Calcutta, 1876), p. Ixxxi; H.

. ‘Beverly Report on the Census of the Town and Suburbs of Calcutta takenon the 17th February

1881 (Calcutta, 1881) pp. 2 24-25 ; H.F.1.T. McGuire, . Report on the Census of Calcutta taken on
26th February 1891 (Calcutta, 1891), pp. (20, xc). Census of India, -1911 Vol. V: Czty of Calcutta,
Part I: Report-by W.H. Thompson (Calcutta, 1913), p.43; Census of India 1921, Vol. VI:

City of Calcutta, Part I: Report by W. H. Thompson (Calcutta, 1923), pp. 49, 74 ; Census of
India, 1931, Vol. VI : Calcutta, Parts I and II by A. E. Porter (Calcutta, 1933), pp. 102, 110, 140;
Census of 'India, 1951, Vol. VI, Part 1V : Calcutta Industrial Region Tables by A. Mira

(Calcutta 1954), p, 250 Censns of India, 1961 Vol. XVI, West Bengal and Sikkim, Patt[-A,

p. 226. -

178assoon, History, pp. 210, 214-215 and Yaari, Press, p. 9.
18Sassoon History, p. 210 and Dwek materials from footnote 7, also materials in printed
presentation for Privy Council case, no title, author or date. -
1sAbraham, History, pp. 30-31 ; Sassoon, History, p. 215,

"9 Abraham, History, p. 36 ; Isaac, History, p. 13. There are also annual reports of the

schioo! in the Hebrew University Library. . .

11Jewish Free School and Talmud Torah, later Elias J. Meyer Free School and Talmud
Tordh Annual Reports 1915-1940 ; Abraham, History, p. 37 ; Isaac, History, p. 14, " ’

138assoon, History, p. 2153 Levy v. Ezra, All India Reporter (Calcutta, 1921), p. 378.

*sAbraham, Hr”slory, p. 36.

241bid., pp. 62-64;

2s5ce note 8.

2&See Yaari, Press, passim,

“7Yari, Press, p. 14.

1sAvraham ben David, Shiro v Piyyut shel Yahudei Bavel v Dorot Ha-dchronim (Hebrew)
(Jerusalem, 1970) pp. 284-285,

29¥aari, Press, pp. 14-15 ; Abraham, History, pp. 21-24.
soYaari, Press, pp. 15-17'; Sassoon, History, p. 214.

*1This is perhaps best chronicled in the pages of the English Language papers : The fas!e}n
Hebrew and Annual Ist No. 1942 went to five volumes ; Shma, the journal of the Jewxsh Associa-
tion of Calcutta was started in 1946 and lasted mto the early 1960’s. The Zionist Association
of Bomby published the Jewish Advocate in the 1930, which contained much Calcutta coverage.
Other papers who covered Calcutta Jews were the Jewish Chronicle of London, .the Jewish Tribune
of Bombay, and the Israel’s Messenyer of Shanghan (until the death of jts ednor N. B. Ezra in
1935). There were two shortlived papers in Enghsh Davar b*Ito and Davar Achair {15 Nov. 1971—
30 Jan. 1919) published during the First World War period and concerped with relations with
Bnglish Jewish servicemen. They were the locus of a famous fend between E.M.D. Cohen, and

_ Herbert Locwe, the famous Hebrew scholar serving as chaplain in India.

THE JEWS OF CALCUTTA '

*+Bengal and Agra Guide, p. 6.
>21bid., pp. 163-166.
"'bed PP 211

. “A ncwspaper item in the Englishinan of August 7, 1901 tells us that Sir David Ezra
demanded 539,000 Rs. for his Esplanade property whereas the government offered him 300,000.
The Ezra firm is always listed as landlord in the commercial directories as are firms such as

those of David and I. J. Cohen. . ]

*sCommerce XXXVII (April 6, 1929), p. 695 ;(Jan. 15, 1929), p. 115 ; (April 13), p. 753.

*1fbid , and (Jan. 22, 1929), p. 109.

*sSame ag notes 36 and 37.

svibid.

£ Thack.e'r's Indian Directory 1915 (Calcutia, 1915), passim.

+1Thacker's I920"(_Cal¢':utta'. 1920), passim.

“sHayyim I. Cohen, “A Noté on Sofial Change Among Iragi Jews, 1917-1951", Jewish
Journal of Socloiogy VEIL (December, 1966), pp. 204-208.

+s Thacker's 1915. '

++Chaim Berment, Troubled Eden : An Anatomy of British Jewry (London, 1971).

45Seth, History, pp 535-540.

“uCensus ‘Of India, 1911 Vol. V, Part I, Tables, pp. 116-117.

*1Jbid., Part I, p. 52. '

48 All Calcutta census references as jn Note 16.

*¢Ben Yascov, History, pp. 336-338. ,

sofames W. Loewen, The Mississippi Chinese : Between Black and White (Cambridge, Mass, -
1971) - .

1A British source of 1803 notes :

The Armenians are the most numerous body of foreign merchants in this Capital. They -
carry on an extensive trade from China and most of the seaports to the Eastward and to the

West, as far as the Perslan Gulf,

Latterly, they, too seem to have gone into house property especxally. Jute and sharcbroking as
well as shellac seem to be other community specmlmes The 1849 Bengal and Agra Guide shows 14
Armenian merchants (compare 5 Greeks, i Moghuls i,e Iranians, 15 Jews, and 9 Parsees).
Several of the leading Armenian firms owned coal mines. A listing of shellac firms in Conmunerce
KXKVI (April 13, 1929). p. 752 shows them in third and eighth p.lac_:f:. o

- #3Census of Calcuisa, 1866, p. 13,
ssThomas A. Timberg, “Marwari Merchant Migration: A Survey and Discussion of the
Relevence of Theory”. Paper delivered at the International Congress of Orientalists, Paris, France,
July 1973, ’

+
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volume on the Bene Israel is-Hacem Samuel Kehimkar, The History.of Bene Israel of Indm
(Tel Aviv, 1964). The Cochin and Bene Israel communitics are also treated extensively in the
older gazetiers of the areas concerned. David Mandelbaum " «¢The Jewish Way of Life in Cochin®,
Jewish Social Studies, 1X (1939), pp. 423-460 and more recently Albert Kushner, Immigrant
Jews from India in Israel (Tucson, 1973), deal with the social arralgcments of the Cochin
Jews. A recent sociological study of the—Bene Israel is Schifra Strizower, The Children of
Israel (Oxford, 1971)." Sce also M. Ezekiel, History and Culture of the Bene Israel in India
(Bombay, 1948) ; B: J. Istael, Religious Evolution among the Bene Israel of India since X750
_(Bombay, 1953); S. Samucl A Treatise on the Origins and Early History of the Bene Israel
of Maharashtra State (chbay, '1963); a more popular study is M D. J'aphcz, The Jews of India

(Bombay, 1969).
A couple of stray pieces may also be of interest. Myron M Wcmstem, “A Hebrcw Quran

‘Manuscript”,.Studies in Bibliography and Booklore, X (Winter 1971-72), pp. 19-52 tells us a_

good deal about the Cochin community. One of the few works which focusses on the content
of Cochin religious life is Fischel " <The Literary Creativity' of the lJews of Cochin™, Jewish
Book Annual, XXVIII (1970-71), pp, 25-31 and XXIX (1971-72), ppP. 5-11. Another of Fischel’s
. pieces focusses on the Baghdadi community of Bombay, **Bombay m Jewish History in the Light
of New Documents from the Indian Archives”, Proceedmgs of the "American Academy for Jewish
_Research XXXVHI-IX (1972), pp. 119-144.

3 Encyclopedia Judaica XIV, “Singapore”, pp. 1607-08, *‘Hong Kong", pp. 963-964. In
both cases the first firm seems to have been that of David Sassoon. ;

3The Bene Israel Annual and Yearboek, 1917-18, ed. Rebecca Reuben (Bombay, 1917}, shows
six Bene lsrael, from ‘that old Jewish community of the Bombay region, in Calcutta. For
general histories of the Baghdadi Jewish diaspora see David Solomon Sassoon, 4 History of the
Jews of Baghdad (Letchworth, 1949) and Avraham Ben Yaacov, Yahudei Bavel Me'sof Tkufar
Ha Geonim ad Yomeiny (Hebrew) (Jerusalem, 1965), especially pp. 209-219 for economic detdil.
Sce also A, Ben Yaacov aud H Y. Cohen, “Iraq”, in Encyclopedia Judaica Viii, pp. 1444-1461.
There are also two sudies of the Sassoon family, premier members of this diaspora ; Cecil Roth
The Sassoon Dynasty (London, 1941) and Stanley Jackson The Sassoons (N.Y., 1968).

4Sassoon, History, p. 210. See note 3 and S. H. Longrigg, Four Cenrur:es of Modern frag
(1925) (Republished Farnborough, Hants, 1968). Longrigg refers to Daud Pasha whose
persecutions seem to have impelled the first Calcutta Jewish setilers on pp- 239-274. Daud
Pasha is rather noted there for his munificence and formal piety—but one suspects that plunde-
ring ‘the Jews and Christians of Baghdad was a necessary clement in this munificence as it had
been in several prevmus relgns It is also possibic that some of the Jewish refugees wers caught
in the crossfire of his various mini-wars with the East India Company s local representative.

s A description of parallel rclations with Armemam is comamed in R. W. Ferrier, “The -

Armcman and the East India Company in Persia in the- “Seventeeth and Early "Eighteenth
Centuries”, Ecomomic History Review Second Series XXVI (Febroary, 1973), pp. 38-62.
.~ General coverage of Jewish economic activities .in Irag is contained in Ben Yaacov, History,
i pp. 209-219.

L sSassoon, History, pp. 209-210; Fischel, “Calcuua”, and “The Immigration of Arabian
Jews to India in the Eighteenth Ccntury Proceedings of the American Academy for Jewish

.1814) lists two Jewish Merchants on page 68, neither this Cogcn Wc havé;—;;;\'mr hid diafy

l]l lhe Sassooﬂ le[aly. summauzed lﬂ ][S calnlogue, Dnv]d SﬂSSOO“, ‘Jllel Dav‘d -DeSCrlp'IVf
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" 7 Sassoon Hrslory, pp. 209-210 and the two Fischel articles, “Calcutta™, and “India”.
Cohensdlary exists in geveral forms recorded in Sassoon, Ohel David, pp. 372-373 no. 558—
extracts including a hlstory of the Jews of Caleutta 1824-1843 and material on the foundation
of Naveh Shalom Synagogue ; pp. 975- 976 Diary 1805-1861 ; p, 977, same as prevxous p. 1076
no. 878—typcd copy of diary. Moses Cohen was also the leader of the congregation of Naveh
Shalom, in addition to his commercxal activities, and on pp. '971-973, no. 897 of Qhel David we
find his collection of Naveh Shalom’s papers including the records of corrcspondence with the
Baghdad rabbinate over difficulties occasioned in releasmg the wife of a man drowned in the
Ganges. to marry again. The marriage records include some celebrated in’ Chinsura, Chander-
_nagere, Smgapore, Madrds, Rangoon and Moulmein. Other documents include bills of conver-
sion, lists of circumcision, and writs of manumxss:on (of slaves—these latter also served as
their bills of conversion}. WNotable'is one writ of manumlssion issued by the elder David Sasscon
to his stave Salem in 1843.

sSassoon, Histoky, p. 21! and Abraham Yaari Hebrew Printing in the East (Hebrew),
Part Il ; India and Baghdad, Special Supplement to Kirjath Sepher XVII (Jerusalem, 1940), pp.
9-13 and elsewhere. . Iraki leavés a record of marriages 1829-1864 listed in Okel David, pp. 988-
989, no. 835. ‘ ' )

*Yaari, press, B Qrefers to a letter of S. Robertson, a missionary, 8 July 1816.

1o Sassoon, History, p. 210 and Fischel, **Calcutta®,
11 fhid

11Yaari, “Bzra” Eneyclopedia Judaica VI, p. 1108 ; 1ssac S, Abraham, The Origin and
History of the Jews of Calcutta {Calcutta, n.d} pp. 26, 62-64. More information on this and
many other points will be available in Rabbi Ezekiel N. Musleah’s, On the Banks of the Gtmges
The Sojourr of the Jews in. Ca.'cutta, shortly scheduled for publication. Musleah, horn in
Cazlcutta was Rabbi of Maghen ' David Synagogue from 1952 to 1964. " Jacob Saphir, Even Saphir
(Hebrew) (Mainz, 1874) lists other leading notables. Other travelogues include the hlghly in-
accurate Solomon Rinmon, Mas'ot Shelome (Hebrew) (Vienna; 1884). Sec also Avraham Yaari,
Sheluhe Eretz. Yisrael be-Hedu (Heébrew) (Jerusalem, 1950) summarizing the reports of the collec-
tors for the Jerusalem Yeshivas, who journeyéd to India (this piece was aiso published in Volume
XXVI of the Jerusalem perxod!cal Sinai). Several more recent travelogues exist of which Lonis
Rzbinowiiz, Far East Muswn (Jonam:e sburg, 1952), pp. 1-12 and 194-217 treats ‘Calcutta at
length.

L Ahraham H:story Isaac, A Short Account of the Calcitta Jews with a Skeich of the
Bene Israels, the Cochin Jews, the Clzmese Jevis and the Black Jews of Abyssinia (n.p., n.d. 1917).
Isaac was 2 Bene Israe] journalist from Western India associated with Ezra Arakié,

4 C Finch, ¢ Vita) Statistics of Calcutia® Journal of the Siatistical Society of London XIII
{1850), pp. 172 as quoted in S. N."Mukherjee, “Class, Caste and Politics in Calcutta, 1815.1838”,"
in ed. Edmund Leach and 5. N. Mukhezjee, Elites in South Asia (Cambndgc, England, 1970),
». 37 .
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15 Bengal and Agra Annual Guide, 1841 (Calcutta, 1866), p. 13 ; Report on the Census of
the Town of Calcutta taken on 61h August 1876 by H. Bever’ly.(Ca]c;u_tt_a, 1876), p. Ixxxi; H.
Beverly Report on the Census of the Town and Suburbs of Calcutta taken on the 17th February
1881 (Calcutta, 1881) pp. 24-25; H.F.J.T. McGuire, Report on the Census of Calcutta taken on
26th February 1891 (Calcutta, 1891), pp- (20, xc). Census of India, 1911, Vol. V: City of Caleutta,
Part I: Report by W.H. Thompson (Calcutta, 1913), p.43; Census of India 1921, Vol.-VI:
City of Calcutta, Part1: Report by W. H. Thompson (Calcutta, 1923). pp. 49, 74 Census of
India, 1931, Vol. VI : Calcutta, Parts I and I by A, E. Porter (Calcutta, 1933), pp. 102, 110, 140;
Census of India, 1951, Vol  VII, Part 1V: Calcutia Industrial Region’ Tables by A. Mitra
(Calcutia 1954), p, 250 ; Census of India, 1961, Vol. XVI, ‘West Bengal and Sikkim, Part T-A,

p. 226,

178assoon, History, pp. 210, 214-215 and Yaari, Press, p.%. ‘ b
1sSassoon Hisfory, p. 210 and Dwek materials from fqolx_mle 7, also malerials in printed
presentation for Privy Council case, no title; author or date.
isAbraham, History, pp. 30-31 ; Sassoon, History, p. 215,
10 Abraham, 7listory, p. 36 ; Isaac, History, p. 13. There are alsc annual reports of the
schoo! in the Hebrew University Library. .

#1Jewish Free School and Talmud ‘Torah, later Elias J. Meyer Free School and Talmud
Torah' Anniial Reports 1915-1940 ; Abraham, History, p. 37 ; Isaac, History, p. 14, .

+38assoon, History, p. 215 ¢ Levy v. Ezra, All India Reporter (Calcutta, 1921), p. 378,
*3Abraham, History, p. 36. ‘

24 ]bid., pp. 62-64,

25Sce note 8.

16See Yaari, Press, passim.

*7Yari, Press, p.'1_4. )

'{"Avraham ben David, Shiro v Piyput shel Yahudei Bavel v Dorot Ha-Achronim (Hebrew)
(Jerusalem, 1970), pp. 284-285.

29Yaari, Press, pp. 14-15 . Abraham, History, pp. 21-24.
s0Yaari, Press, pp. 15-17 ; Sassoon, f{i&lory; p- 214,

s1This is perhaps best chronicled in the pages of the English Language papers : The Eastern”

Hebrew and Anni-{ql 1st No. 1942 went to five volumes ; Shma, the journal of the Jewish Associa-

tion of Calcutta was Started. in 1946 and lasted into the carly 1960’s. The Zionist AssoCiation .

of Bomby published the Jewish Advocate in the 1930s, which contained much Calcutta coverage.
Other papers who covered Caleutia Jews were the Jewish Chronicle of London, .the Jéwish Tribune
of Bombay, and the Israel's Messenger of Shgngh’ai (until the death of its editor N. B. Fzra in
1935). There were two shortlived papers in English Davar b’lto and Davar Achair (15 Nov: 1971—-
30 Jan. 1919) published during the First World War period and concerned with relations with
English Jewish gervicemen., They were the locus of a famous feud between E.M.D. Cohen, and
. Herbert Loewe, the famous Hebrew scholar, serving as-chaplain in India.- '

s Smas A —  —

s:Bengal and Agra Guide, p. 16.
sxJbid., pp. 163-166.
s+Ibid., pp. 211.
YV newspaper item in the Englishman of August 7, 1901 tells us that Sir David Ezra

demanded 539,000 Rs. for his Esplanade property whereas the government offered him 300,000..
The Bzra firm is always listed as landlord in the commercial directories as .arc firms such as

those of David and I. J. Cohen. . ) :
< Commerce XX)\(VE!I (Aprit 6, 1929), p.A695 ; (Jan. 15, 1929), p. 115 (April 13), p. 753.
s1jbid , end (Jan. 22, 1929), p. 109.
ssSame as notes 36 and 37. o
sefbid.
«oThacker's Indian Directory 1915 (Calcutta, 1915), passim.
+1Thacker's 1920 (Calcutta, 1920), passim.
~ 43Hayyim X Cohen, “A Note on Soéial ,(fhénge Among Iraqi Jews, 1917-1951", Jewish
Sournal of Scctology VIII (December, 1966), pp. 204-208.
+sThacker's I915.
++Chaim Bermant, Troubled Eden : An Anatomy of British Jewry (London, 1971).
+sSeth, History, pp 535-540.
+aCensus of India, 1911 Vol.' V, Patt 11, Tables, pp. 116-117.
+11bid., Part k, 2. 52,
+s Al Calcutta éensu.;i references as in Note 16.
“*Ben Yazcov, History, pp. 336-338. ; ) y
. +oJames W. Loewen, The Mississippi Chinese : Between Black and White (Cambridge, Mass,
1971) :
»1A British source of 1803 notes :
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